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Pennsylvania — Mining
(By Joseph K. Reinhart, Sean M. McGovern, Gina N. Falaschi and Christina Puhnaty)

On February 19, 2022, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) announced the bond rate
guidelines for the calculation of land reclamation bonds for coal and noncoal mining operations in Pennsylvania. The
coal bond rates were effective April 1, 2022, and the noncoal bond rates were effective February 19, 2022.

PADEP will use the coal bond rate guidelines to calculate land reclamation bonds for coal mining operations
including surface mines, coal refuse disposal sites, coal refuse reprocessing sites, coal processing facilities, and the
surface facilities of underground mining operations. These guidelines do not apply to bonds ensuring replacement of
water supplies under section 3.1(c) of the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act, 52 Pa. Stat. §
1396.3a(c), or to bonds ensuring compliance with the requirements of the Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land
Conservation Act, id. 88 1406.1—.21.

PADEP will use the noncoal bond rate guidelines to calculate land reclamation bonds for noncoal mining operations
including surface mines and facilities and the surface facilities of underground mining operations. Activities including
special revegetation plans, wetland mitigation, and stream channel restoration will be estimated on a case-by-case
basis. Pursuant to 25 Pa. Code 8 86.149 (coal) and 25 Pa. Code § 77.202 (non-coal), the bond schedule must reflect
the requirement that the bond equal the estimated cost to PADEP “if it had to complete the reclamation, restoration
and abatement work” required under the applicable acts, regulations, and permits. Both the coal and noncoal bond
rate schedules and announcements are available on PADEP’s website at

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Mining/BureauofMiningPrograms/Bonding/Pages/BondRates.aspx
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