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In November 2023, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) issued its draft interactive
2024 Pennsylvania Integrated Water Quality Report and the public comment on the draft report has now closed. The
report identifies Pennsylvania’s federal Clean Water Act (CWA) 8§ 303(d) listing of impaired waters requiring total
maximum daily loads (TMDLs), and section 305(b) reporting of the overall condition of Pennsylvania’s aquatic
resources. PADEP compiles and submits this report to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency once every two
years. PADEP received 18 comments on the draft report, the majority of which were submitted by Pennsylvania-
based environmental nonprofit organizations.

Section 303(d) of the CWA requires states to list impaired waters that require TMDLs and describe the data used to
make those decisions. States are also required to set prioritization ranking for restoring impaired waters, and PADEP
meets this requirement by creating a list of watersheds that are identified as restoration priorities. Section 305(b) of
the CWA requires states to report the status of waters and describe the programs in place to control pollution and
restore water quality. The draft integrated water report assesses the sources and causes of stream and lake
impairment, and also describes PADEP’s groundwater monitoring and characterization efforts. The report also
describes restoration programs in place in Pennsylvania to restore water quality. PADEP’s integrated water quality
reports dating back to 2016 are available on PADEP’s website here.
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