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What is the best professional advice you have ever received? Manage your own career. I received
that advice before starting law school, and it still sticks with me. Figure out what you like to do and
what is good for you—and recognize that what that is might change as your life changes. I've applied
that advice at every step in my career; for example, I was intentional about first gaining expetience
through government work, then developing contacts by working for a trade association. Each of my
job changes was very purposeful, to manage my own career trajectory.

What do you consider your greatest professional achievement? Building this practice. This was
an incredibly unique opportunity; to build a practice from the ground up and to make it successful.
My friends, Jim Curry and Keith Coyle, and I did that together, and I am very proud of where we are
nine years later.
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What do you most enjoy about your practice? This is probably true of most people, but I love bkurdock@babstealland. com
that no day is the same. On Sunday night, I can sketch out a list of what I expect to do on Monday, 202.853.3462

and I may end up not touching any of that. I also enjoy that I get to grapple with very complicated Washington, DC
questions. I have to dig in and learn hyper-technical subject matter, often from engineers and other 505 9th Street NW

folks, in order to understand and solve my clients’ problems. I enjoy the challenge and reward of Suite 602

Washington, DC 20004

learning something new and solving little puzzles every single day. P s

What advice do you have for attorneys interested in developing a niche practice? Go after

the work you want to do. You will find there are all sorts of complex questions within a practice area. BABSTCALLAND.COM
Find something specific that is interesting to you, and volunteer to take on those projects. Learn the

subject well, and before you know it, you will be the go-to person in that area.

What would you say to young women hesitant to enter what has historically been a male-
dominated profession? This profession, and the oil and gas industry in particular, can be very male-
dominated. When I started practicing 20 years ago, I was the only woman in the room—and the only
person under the age of 50. That is changing, though, and I would encourage young women lawyers
to be part of that change. Your advice, your opinion, and your perspective all matter. Make sure you
are in that room.

What sets Babst Calland apart from other employers? One of the biggest benefits of being at
Babst Calland is that the Firm is just the right size. We have the resources of a big law firm, which
allows us to meet the needs of all types of clients, but the day-to-day is on a much smaller scale, and
so you really get to know your colleagues.

In an alternate life where you are not an attorney, what would be your profession? If I could
do anything, I would learn how to train seeing eye dogs. I have adopted two labradors now that were
in contention to become seeing eye dogs but were released at the puppy stage. Working with that
program and adopting their released puppies, it has been fascinating to me how you can train a dog to
sense changes in the sidewalk, or that a child is going to have a seizure. I tell my husband all the time
that I will volunteer with them when I retire.
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Babst Calland was founded in 1986 and has represented environmental, energy and corporate clients since its inception. Our attorneys concentrate on the emerging needs
of clients in a variety of industry sectors, with focused legal practices in aerospace, aviation and airports; construction; corporate and commercial, emerging technologies;
employment and labor; energy and natural resources; environmental; litigation; public sector; real estate, land use and zoning; pipeline and hazardous materials safety; and
transportation technology and energy. For more information about Babst Calland and our practices, locations or attorneys, visit babstcalland.com.
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