
There have been interesting developments surrounding Renewable Energy Zoning, Estate Administration, Real Estate Tax Sales,
and all also regarding the West Virginia Unknown Heirs Act. 

Renewable Energy Development and Zoning 
Renewable energy development faced significant zoning challenges during this period. The Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court's
decision in West Lampeter Solar 1, LLC v. West Lampeter Township Zoning Hearing Board, 2026 WL 110932,  --- A.3d ----
(2026) established important precedent for solar development, holding that a proposed 25-acre agrivoltaics project combining solar
energy production with sheep grazing was not agricultural use under zoning ordinances. The court determined that agriculture, as
an undefined term given its plain and ordinary meaning, does not include solar energy production, even when combined with
traditional agricultural activities like sheep grazing. This ruling significantly impacts solar developers seeking to utilize agricultural
zoning classifications for renewable energy projects. 

Ohio courts addressed wind energy development in  One Energy Enterprises Inc. Board of Allen Township Trustees of Hancock
County One Energy Enterprises Inc v. Board of Allen Township Trustees of Hancock County, 2026 WL 357969 (2026), involving
disputes over wind turbine expansion and local zoning authority. The case arose when Allen Township, historically without zoning
laws, began considering zoning regulations in response to proposed wind turbine expansion, demonstrating ongoing tension
between renewable energy development and local control over land use. 

Estate Administration and Real Property Transfers 
Estate-related property disputes also appeared across multiple jurisdictions. Pennsylvania's Superior Court in  Imbrenda v.
Imbrenda, 2026 WL 81887, --- A.3d ---- (2026) addressed a quiet title action involving allegations of forged deeds transferring
property from family members to a deceased father. The case largely involved the acceptability of evidence from interested parties
regarding the allegedly forged deed. The court examined the application of Pennsylvania's Dead Man's Act, a statute designed to
facilitate testimony about pre-death transactions, pursuant to an allegedly forged 1978 deed. The Court ultimately held that a
statutory exception to the Dead Man’s Act, for parties claiming property interests under the deceased, applied because the
controversy involved ownership interests following the father's death rather than estate claims, and found the testimony of such
interested parties appropriate.  

Ohio courts addressed estate administration complexities in Estate of Guito Alibrando v. Minor, 2026-Ohio-133, (5th Cir. 2026),
involving disputes over real property sales by a holder of power of attorney and the distinction between probate and non-probate
assets in joint survivorship accounts. The court clarified that funds in joint and survivorship accounts are non-probate assets that
pass to the surviving joint owner outside of estate administration procedures. 

In re Estate of Forte, 2026 WL 249802, --- A.3d ---- (2026), a case where Pennsylvania’s Superior Court addressed spousal
election rights and property settlement agreements in contested estate proceedings. The Superior Court examined the Orphans'
Court's mandatory jurisdiction over estate administration and distribution, noting the court's authority over both decedent estates
and testamentary trusts. 
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Tax Title and Property Redemption Issues 
Tax title procedures generated significant litigation during this period. Pennsylvania's Supreme Court in  In re Upset Sale, Tax Claim
Bureau of Tioga County, Control No. 012488, 349 A.3d 933 (2026) established that, absent irregularity or illegality in upset tax sale
proceedings tied to allegedly inadequate sale prices, the Real Estate Tax Sale Law does not permit landowners to seek equitable
relief based solely on sale price, regardless of the ratio between sale price and fair market value. 

West Virginia’s Intermediate Court of Appeals addressed tax redemption rights in  Roper v. Mattera, 2026 WL 290363, Not
Reported in S.E. Rptr. (February 3, 2026), holding that property owners retain redemption rights until a tax deed is actually issued.
The court emphasized that under W.Va. Code § 11A-3-56, "the owner of a tax delinquent property may redeem that property at any
time before a tax deed is issued," protecting property owners' rights even when purchasers at tax sales have pending requests for
deed issuance. 

Winged Foot Minerals, LLC v. SWN Production Company, 2026 WL 685161 (not reported in S.E. Rptr.) (March 3, 2026) was a
West Virginia Intermediate Court of Appeals decision addressing the validity of a 1993 tax deed purporting to convey a three-fourths
interest in oil and gas rights underlying approximately 227 acres in Marshall County, West Virginia. The case centers on whether
severed mineral interests can be properly conveyed through tax deed procedures when the severed minerals may not have been
correctly assessed for taxation, and when the severed minerals also appear to have remained assessed with the surface. 

The dispute involves a three-fourths oil and gas interest that was originally devised to James Prendergast's predecessors.
Petitioners, led by Winged Foot Minerals, LLC and various members of the Prendergast family, claimed ownership of this 75%
mineral interest based on James Prendergast's purchase at a 1991 tax sale and the resulting 1993 tax deed. The remaining one-
fourth interest in the oil and gas was initially devised to Joseph Nolte, Jr., and remained unsevered from the surface estate. 
The case reveals a complex title history where the one-fourth interest owned by Joseph Nolte, Jr. was never separately severed
from the surface and continued to be taxed as part of the overall surface tract assessment. The remaining ¾ interest, while severed
in title, appears to have remain assessed with the surface following such severance, and also subject to a later, separate
assessment that may have been created improperly. The separate assessment apparently covered interests in “royalty” only and
were entered in the name of parties with no interest in such ¾ minerals. The central legal issue involves the validity of a tax deed for
the severed 3/4 mineral interest and the requirements for proper tax assessment of such interests. The court focused on the fact
that the “royalty” assessment was not proper for various reasons, and also that the ¾ oil and gas rights remained assessed with the
surface, ultimately finding that the tax deed for the “royalty” rights was void.

WEST VIRGINIA UNKNOWN HEIRS PROCEEDING 
Heritage Resources -Marcellus Minerals, LLC v. JB Exploration I, LLC, 2026 WL 688270 (not reported in S.E. Rptr.) (February 18,
2026) was a West Virginia Intermediate Court of Appeals decision addressing the seven-year statute of limitations for reopening
unknown heir proceedings under West Virginia's Unknown Heir Statute. The case demonstrates the strict temporal limitations that
apply to parties seeking to establish their identity and claim mineral interests after unknown heir proceedings have concluded. 

JB Exploration I, LLC had apparently initiated unknown heir proceedings as to a tract of 28.25 acres in McElroy District, Tyler
County, to obtain leasing authority over mineral interests owned by unknown or missing owners. Heritage Resources-Marcellus
Minerals, LLC subsequently sought to intervene and establish its claim to these mineral interests but filed its motion to reopen after
the statutory deadline had expired. The Appeals Court agreed but also stated that the trial court likely erred regarding its declaration
that Heritage was, in fact, an unknown owner without appropriate factual findings or development of Heritage’s claims. The decision
was partially reversed and sent back to the trial court for further development on the factual issues. 
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	LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
	MLBC PRESIDENT, KEVIN PIERSON

	Around the Basin.  Major M&A activity in Appalachian Basin with multiple large-scale acquisitions. Antero Resources announced their acquisition of HG Energy for $2.8 billion plus the purchase of their midstream assets by Antero Midstream for $1.1 billion. The recent acquisition by Antero comes off the heels of their recent divestiture of their Ohio Utica position to a partnership of Infinity Natural Resources and Northern Oil & Gas for a total of $1.2 billion, with the upstream assets for $800 million.
	Coterra Energy and Devon Energy announced an all-stock merger on February 2, 2026, valued at $58 billion. The merger combines their extensive Permian Basin (Delaware Basin), Appalachian Basin, and others, expected to generate extensive cost savings.
	Hooked and Booked.  The MLBC currently has multiple committees served by the Chairman as the sole committee member. We could use additional hands to collaborate ideas, share the workload, and expand personal networks through service, for the betterment of the Association. If doing more for the MLBC is of interest to you, please contact me. I’d love to know what interests you.
	Downstream, UGI Energy Services (UGIES), a subsidiary of the UGI Corporation, celebrated the commissioning of Carlisle LNG, its new liquefied natural gas (LNG) storage and vaporization facility, located in Carlisle, Cumberland Co., Pennsylvania.
	Closing.   As I close this letter, we’re approaching the fast straightaway from Spring to Fall, jam-packed with a variety of events. I look forward to catching up with you at one these events soon!
	ANNUAL MLBC SPRING CHARITY GOLF OUTING
	FFRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026 REGISTRATION OPENS @ 7:00AM SHOTGUN START @ 8:00AM QUICKSILVER GOLF CLUB 2000 QUICKSILVER RD, MIDWAY, PA

	SPONSORSHIP
	GOLF OPPORTUNITIES
	MIRACLE SPONSORS – $2,500
	GOLD SPONSORS - $1,850
	SILVER SPONSORS - $1,500
	BRONZE SPONSORS - $1,350
	HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR - $750
	PRIZE TABLE SPONSOR - $750
	PRACTICE AREA SPONSOR - $500
	TEE SPONSORS - $500
	PERSONALIZED SPONSORSHIPS - $ VARIES
	If you are looking for a more personalized way to reach individual golfers, contact us and we can show you available options, or we would be happy to pass out your company swag (ex. Tumblers, golf towels, golf balls).
	Please contact Spring Golf Chair Jim Kane to reserve your spot today! If any sponsor would like to provide additional material, please don’t hesitate to contact Jim Kane at jkane@cassidypc.com.



	Out of Office
	AAPL DIRECTOR’S  REPORT
	Submitted by: Rob Greiner
	MLBC Represented at AAPL March Board Meeting


	AAPL DIRECTOR’S  REPORT
	Continued
	Board Business & Key Updates
	AAPL Strategic Study on the Future of the Profession
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	See you in Utah!
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	2026 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

	THANKS TO OUR EARLY ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS
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	By Nikolas Tysiak, Legislative and Regulatory Chairman
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	Basin Brief
	BASIN BRIEF
	BASIN BRIEF
	BASIN BRIEF
	Energy & Resource Management: A Path Forward for Appalachia
	View the program and register at www.marietta.edu/CEEE

	REGISTER NOW!
	Monday, April 20, 6:30 p.m.
	Special screening of  "SWITCH ON" followed by Q&A  with filmmaker Dr. Scott Tinker
	Sponsored by the historic PEOPLES BANK THEATRE
	The MLBC Awards Committee is calling for volunteers and nominations for our 2025-2026 Awards Program. The MLBC established its awards program in order to recognize members for achieving excellence in the land profession here in the Appalachian Basin.
	THE MLBC AWARDS CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING:

	MLBC AWARD NOMINATIONS
	Stay Connected!
	Follow us on our social media channels for news & updates!
	www.mlbc-aapl.org


	MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
	The MLBC membership application is located on the website at www.mlbc-aapl.org. Please check your information on the website prior to submitting your renewal.  The MLBC website has an updated version of the membership listing.  Please use this resource if you cannot find yours or others information in the directory. Please report any errors or omissions to Abby Veigel at abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org.
	Application for membership in the Association shall be subject to the approval by a majority vote of the Executive Committee at a regularly scheduled meeting and shall require the signed approval by the acting President of the Executive Committee, as evidence of the Committee’s approval.
	Notice of the approved application(s) of all potential Association member(s) shall be printed in the next regularly scheduled publication of the Association. Members shall have the opportunity for a period of thirty (30) days following the publication to object to the potential member’s application.




