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EPA’s proposed budget highlights 
Biden administration focus on 
environmental justice concerns 

The proposed budget for fiscal 
year 2022 for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), submitted to Congress on May 
28, provides important insights into 
the agency’s priorities in the coming 
years under the Biden administration. 
Broadly speaking, the proposed budg-
et, which is the largest ever in 
absolute terms, emphasizes what the 
agency describes as “four cross-cut-
ting priorities: Tackling the Climate 
Crisis through Science, Advancing 
Environmental Justice, Supporting State, Tribal and Local 
Partners and Expanding the Capacity of EPA.” These 
points of emphasis are generally consistent with expec-
tations and with earlier environmental policies adopted 
by the Biden administration, including the executive 
order on “Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and 
Abroad” (E.O. 14008). 

While the agency priorities set forth in the proposed 
budget are perhaps not particularly surprising, the 
prominence in the budget of advancing environmental 
justice, a topic with potential impacts on the oil and gas 
sector, is unprecedented. (Note, for example, that the 
terms “environmental justice” or “EJ” appear more than 
400 times in the EPA’s lengthy budget justification docu-
ment, compared to just over 40 times in the fiscal year 
2021 document.) While environmental justice considera-
tions have been a component of EPA’s work since the 
1990s, the Biden EPA is poised to bring it to the fore-
front of environmental decision making. This height-
ened emphasis is also reflected in EPA Administrator 

Michael Regan’s April 7 message to EPA staff, in which 
he stated that the agency would do more to address 
environmental justice concerns, including: 

• Strengthening enforcement of violations of corner-
stone environmental statutes and civil rights laws in 
communities overburdened by pollution. 

• Taking immediate and affirmative steps to incorpo-
rate environmental justice considerations into EPA’s 
work, including assessing impacts to pollution-bur-
dened, underserved and tribal communities in regulato-
ry development processes and to consider regulatory 
options to maximize benefits to these communities. 

• Taking immediate and affirmative steps to improve 
early and more frequent engagement with pollution-
burdened and underserved communities affected by 
agency rulemakings, permitting and enforcement deci-
sions, and policies. 

• Considering and prioritizing direct and indirect ben-
efits to underserved communities in the development 
of requests for grant applications and in making grant 
award decisions, to the extent allowed by law. 

Collectively, Administrator Regan’s message to staff 
and the proposed budget reflect the EPA’s clear strategy 
of “embedding environmental justice principles in all 
agency programs.” The EPA’s proposed approach to 
advancing environmental justice would start at the top, 
with the creation of a national environmental justice 
program office, headed by an assistant administrator 
subject to Senate confirmation. The environmental jus-
tice office would oversee the new Accelerating 
Environmental and Economic Justice initiative, funded 
with an allocation of more than $930 million from the 
proposed budget and would be tasked, in part, with 
making “historic investments in environmental justice 
programs to address the disproportionate health 
impacts of communities overburdened by pollution 
sources.” The different approaches toward environmen-
tal justice reflected in the 2021 and 2022 proposed 
budgets are striking. For example, the proposed budget 

for 2022 allocates over $298 million 
toward environmental justice-related 
enforcement activities, compared to 
just over $12 million for the 2021 
proposed budget. 

The advancement of environmen-
tal justice would play a role in each 
of EPA’s budgeted programs. EPA’s 
intended approach for advancing 
environmental justice within the con-
text of certain specific programs is 
set out below. 

Compliance and enforcement 
EPA promises to “develop and 

implement a comprehensive action 
plan for integrating environmental 
justice and climate change consider-
ations throughout all aspects of its 
enforcement and compliance assur-
ance work.” To that end, the pro-
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posed budget allocates $31.9 million in additional funds 
towards EPA Compliance Monitoring program, with the 
goal of incorporating environmental justice considera-
tions into all phases of the compliance and enforcement 
process, without using funds needed for the agency’s 
other compliance and enforcement activities. 

EPA intends to increase environmental justice-
focused inspections and community outreach and to 
prioritize environmental justice in case selection. The 
agency has also identified several current enforcement 
initiatives that will be employed to advance environ-
mental justice, including three that are relevant to the 
oil and gas sector: Creating Cleaner Air for 
Communities, which focuses on noncompliance that 
results in excess emissions of either volatile organic 
compounds or hazardous air pollutants; Reducing Risks 
of Accidental Releases at Industrial and Chemical 
Facilities, which focuses on decreasing the likelihood of 
chemical accidents and reducing risk to communities; 
and Reducing Significant Non-Compliance with National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
Permits, which focuses on improving compliance rates 
with NPDES permits. 

Climate change and air programs 
In the proposed budget, EPA states that “some peo-

ple and communities are especially vulnerable to poor 
air quality and the impacts of climate change, and com-
munities with environmental justice and equity con-
cerns bear a disproportionate share of the risks and 
impacts.” Climate change is described as “a public 
health and environmental justice crisis.” EPA considers 
the two issues so entwined that the approximately $930 
million that would be directed toward advancing envi-
ronmental justice is actually a portion of the funds allo-
cated to “tackling the climate crisis.” The proposed 
budget allocates funds to characterize “disproportionate 
impacts of climate change and air pollution in commu-
nities with environmental justice and equity concerns, 
identify and evaluate strategies to reduce impacts in 
those communities, and develop and evaluate innova-
tive multipollutant and sector-based approaches to pre-
venting pollution.” With respect to sector-based pollu-
tion, EPA intends to focus on individual sectors’ emis-
sions comprehensively with an eye toward prioritizing 
efforts to address the sources and pollutants of greatest 
concern to overburdened communities. 

As part of that process, EPA requests $100 million for 
“a new community air quality monitoring and notifica-
tion program to support efforts to deliver environmen-
tal justice for overburdened and marginalized communi-
ties.” The system would provide real-time air quality 
data to the public in communities most impacted by air 
pollution. Relatedly, EPA also vows to improve its risk 
assessment capabilities to identify and determine 
impacts of exposures to air toxics on communities. 

Oil spill prevention, preparedness and response 
The agency has requested an increase in funding for 

the Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response 

program in connection with increasing the program’s 
focus on “expanding enforcement of environmental jus-
tice-related regulations and increased polluter account-
ability within environmental justice communities.” This 
will include conducting off-site compliance monitoring 
activities, allowing inspectors to make compliance deter-
minations from remote locations. EPA would focus 
inspections at Facility Response Plan facilities and con-
sider targeting its inspections to promote compliance in 
environmental justice communities. 

Superfund 
Superfund-related environmental justice initiatives 

would focus on issues affecting people of color, low 
income and indigenous communities near Superfund 
sites. EPA intends to employ its Superfund Enforcement 
Program to leverage CERLCA and RCRA authorities to 
“investigate and prevent threatened releases in climate-
sensitive and overburdened communities.” EPA also 
plans to increase community engagement, including 
requiring Potentially Responsible Parties to provide 
funding assistance to help communities understand the 
technical aspects of Superfund remedies. 

Although the proposed EPA budget for fiscal year 
2022 may not be adopted in the same form as submit-
ted to Congress, the document, along with other recent 
agency communications and E.O. 14008, clearly demon-
strates the Biden administration’s strong intent to 
emphasize environmental justice considerations across 
all EPA programs. While the impacts of these initiatives 
will only be known after the passage of time, the EPA’s 
focus on environmental justice may alter the agency’s 
decision-making on permitting, compliance, enforce-
ment and environmental response matters in ways that 
could materially impact the oil and gas sector. <

Engage Energy and Industrial Consulting 
554 Washington Avenue, Carnegie, PA  15106 
412-489-6630 • www.engageeic.com 
Allies & Providers―design business processes that embrace 
positive environmental, social, and economic principles so the full 
potential and value of your company can be realized 

Geopetro LLC 
7100 N. High Street, Ste 303, Worthington, OH  43085 
614-885-9350 • geopetrollc.com 
Producer 

Sher Tech LLC 
434 Perry Highway, Ste 201, Pittsburgh, PA  15229 
800-538-9130 • sher-technologies.com 
Allies & Providers―providing technology solutions to ensure that 
your business is profitable and your technology is being planned 
out, deployed, maintained and utilized in the best way possible 

Stanhage Consulting, LLC 
134 Driftwood Drive, McMurray, PA  15317 
412-337-6539 
Allies & Providers—Consulting 

New PIOGA members — welcome!

http://geopetrollc.com
http://sher-technologies.com

	Ransomware: Fulfilling new federal compliance obligations and assessing preparedness to thwart or respond to attacks
	The Colonial Pipeline cyberattack: Now it is your turn to outrun the bear
	PIOGA Spring Meeting & Exhibition
	Ted Cranmer Memorial Golf Outing & Steak Fry
	Coming up July 15: Cigar Networking Event
	Conventional Oil and Gas Act legislation earns House approval
	Federal bipartisan bill aims to clean up orphaned wells targeted in Biden plan
	Are you a plugging contractor or interested in working as one?
	Shapiro, Southeast PA Dems want new oil and gas industry restrictions
	DEP advisory committees vote to support RGGI
	EPA’s proposed budget highlights Biden administration focus on environmental justice concerns
	New PIOGA members
	Garrity joins state treasurers warning Biden administration, banks against divesting from fossil fuels
	Marginal Well Credit for 2020 natural gas production announced
	PIOGA Centennial commemorative knife closeout sale!
	Thanks to our 2021 PIOGA Partners
	PIOGA Member News: Penneco opens Allegheny County wastewater disposal facility; Cook succeeds Palmer at ARG
	Call for PIOGA Board ofDirectors nominations
	Members talk about the value of PIOGA membership
	Pennsylvania’s unheralded benefit from shale gas production
	Oil & Gas Dashboard
	Spud Report: May 2021
	Calendar of Events
	PIOGA Board of Directors / Committee Chairs / Staff


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


